STORM IN EUROPE                                        1908
At the beginning of June, King Edward paid a visit to the Tsar at
Reval, and the occasion was well advertised by the loud protests raised
by Radicals on the Foreign Office vote in the House of Commons
against this " fraternizing " with a potentate whose drastic dealings
with his rebellious subjects were now so notorious. According to his
biographer, the King spoke no word of politics to the Tsar, but he
talked to Stolypin, his Prime Minister, who accompanied him ; and
Sir Charles Hardinge who was with the King had a long interview
with Isvolsky, the Tsar's Foreign Secretary, who then for the first
time made himself known as a man to be reckoned with. Enough of
these conversations was repeated with the usual embellishments to
cause anger in Berlin. The Kaiser was more than ever convinced that
his uncle was plotting the " encirclement of Germany," and he claimed
to have information that the Revolution of the Young Turks which
took place soon after the Reval meeting had been planned by King
and Tsar.
Being at Marienbad in the summer of 1908, King Edward arranged
to spend a day with the Kaiser at Cronberg (Aug. 11), and, foreseeing
the occasion, the Foreign Office had primed him with a memorandum
covering foreign affairs, including the now explosive subject of the
naval competition. The King wisely left the memorandum to be
handled by Sir Charles Hardinge, who accompanied him, and if we
may believe the Kaiser, Sir Charles's efforts had immediate explosive
results. The Kaiser has left his own account of their interview : x
HE (HARDINGE) : Can't you put a stop to your building ? or build fewer
ships ?
I: Germany determines the proportion of her naval armaments according
to her own interests and alliances ; it is defensive and is aimed at no nation,
certainly not England. It is not a threat against you who are all just now
scared of bogies.
HE : But an arrangement ought to be found for diminishing die construc-
tion. You must stop or build slower.
I: Then we shall fight, for it is a question of national honour and dignity.
Then I looked him straight in the eye ; Sir Charles became scarlet, made me
a bow, begged pardon for his words and urged me expressly to forgive and
1" Fifty Years of Europe," p. 276.
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